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_ PRESIDENT ASSERTS JAPANESH WILL PaY 


Pror inosto Track Down tho Individuals Responsible for 
Iieon Atrocities 


By 
t John H. Crider : 
Special t The Ney York Timos. 


WASP INGTON, Feb. 1 — Prosident Roosevolt erve assurances at his 
my press co:iference this -fternoon that tho individual Japanese respon~ 
‘ sible fcr strocities rgainet American prisonors, such as was reported 4: 
y “4 Last weak by the War and Navy Dopartments, would be trackod down end een) 


brough’ to justice. 


Tresident Roosevelt sai. tho nation was much startled by the ro- y er 


aN cently published atrocity stories, and rightly 60, Those storics, he am, 
pane 8 said, came in fivo or slx moaths ago, pnd overybody's first impulso was me 
to yublish them. Ge 

. j it » - 

Put tho matter was tekon up with the military here and abroad, es 4 

with our British and Chinese allics, ond huranitarian gonsiderations. OES W 

ertered into the decision, the Froeidont anid. He pointed out thet ex eis. < 


the Gripsholm wes still running 76 9 "moroy ship" carrying suprlics ys 
{rtended for our men and women held prisonere by the Japanese, and 4% beeen F 7 
J wae felt unwise to do anything that might jeoprrdize the chance that 


those supplies might get through. at 


The Chief Exceutive erid the stories were held up until it became . 
ri _ hopeless to get food and other supplies througn to tne priscnore. in % 
1. the leet two wecks, ho added, official suspicions that the supplics : 


. . were not getting through was confirmed. 


Since there was nothing more we vould do for our men, it was do- 
cided that wo would not be ‘mrting our own men by publishing thon, tho ~ 


Prasident said. 


iia (f course, he naded, the families of tho men out there wore deoply 
RG concerned, and he himsolf felt vory stronely fcr such families, particu= 
Ay ay [arly those of communitices like eome in Now Moxico and Illinois where. 

the wholo Stete Guard went out to tho Philippince, : 


‘Tho President was remindod that whon the Japancsc captured and: ‘sole, Ok 
executed some of the Tokyo fliors he had said tho Japanose officore of 5 
officials who wore responsiblo would be held strictly to accouns for thei 

Vive acte: Did the same policy npply in the caso of the Americans subjooted 9 
/ to ptrocitics in the Philippince? ayes } 


nes 


°- . 
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t the policy still held, for tho Sapooaten: 
hove committed against the Tokyo fliers. 


niet. have to ect the FBI aftor then. Noa 
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